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REMARKS 

The above-reference Office Action has been carefully reviewed and 
reconsid»ation thereof is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner has objected to the drawings under 37 CFR 1 .83(a), as Claims 1 
and 7 claim features not shown by the drawings. It is believed that the above 
amendments to Claims 1 and 7 fully overcome this ground of rejection. Specifically, 
those claims have been amended to more particularly point out and distinctly claim 
that the side members close towards one another in the direction of the head. 

Clauns 1-1 1 have been rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph as being 
indefinite, the Examiner asserting that the use of the phrase "such as" renders the 
claims indefinite. The above amendments to Clauns 1 and 7 cancel the use of the 
phrase "such as". See the above remarks with respect to the objection to tiie drawings. 

Claims 1 and 5 have been rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Nakamatsu. Applicant respectfiilly traverses this ground of rejection in view of the 
above amendment to Claim 1. Specifically, that claun now particularly points out and 
distinctly claims that the grooves are not parallel. ThjB grooves of Nakamatsu are 
parallel. 

"For a prior art reference to anticipate in terms of 35 USC 102, every element 
of the claimed invention must be identically shown in a single reference." Diversitech 
V. Century Steps Inc., 7 USPQ2d 1315, 1317 (CAFC 1988). It is respectfiilly 
submitted that the reference now fails this test. 

Claims 6, 7, and 1 1 have been rejected under 35 USC(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nakamatsu. Applicant respectfully traverses this ground of rejection and 
incorporates here the above remarks with respect to Nakamatsu. 
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The limitations of Claim 8 have been incorporated into Claim 7, thus rendering 
that claim and Claim 1 1 allowable. 

With respect to Claun 6, it is respectfiilly submitted that 0.3 inch is entirely too 
deep for the purposes of Nakamatsu. With reference to column 3, lines 14-18 of the 
reference, the ridges shown on Figure 6 are provided so that the thumbs of the user do 
not slip. It must be assumed thiat the grooves of Figure 7 serve the same purpose. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that providing grooves anyvk^ere near 
approaching 0.3 inch would destroy the purpose of the grip of Nakamatsu. 

Where the proposed modification would render the prior art invention being 
modified unsuitable for its intended purpose, the proposed modification would not 
have been obvious. See Tec Air Inc. v. Denso Mfg. Michigan Inc., 192 F.3d 1353- 
1360, 52 USPQ2d 1294, 1298 (CAFC 1999); In re Gordon, 722 F.2d 900, 902, 221 
USPQ 1125 (CAFC 1984). 

Claims 2-5 and 8-10 are indicated as containing allowable subject matter. As 
indicated above, the limitations of now-cancelled Claim 2 have been included in 
Claim 1 and the limitations of now-cancelled Claim 8 have been included in Claim 7, 
thus rendering allowable flie latter claims and the claims depending therefiiom. 

The dependen<qr of Claims 4, 9, and 10 has been changed in accordance with 
the above. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 
the claims in the application. Claims 1, 3-7, and 9-1 1, are allowable and early action in 
that regard is respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner have any questions as to the allowability of the claims or 
any suggestions with respect thereto, the undersigned wotild be grateful for the privilege 
of a telephone conference with die Examiner. 
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